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V. A Letter from Peter Templeman, M.D.
to Wm. Battie, M. D. Fellow of the Royal
College of Phyficians, London, ax#d F.R.S.
concerning a Polypus at the Heart, and a
Scirthous Tumour of zhe, Uterus,

S IR,
Read Nov. 27. HE following Cafe appearing to
1746. me to be a remarkable Inftance of

a Polypus at the Heart, and of a fcicthous Urerus, I
immediately determined to communicate it to you.

ANN HICKS was brought to the Workhoufe
of St. Andrew's Holborn on Saturday the 15th of
Nowvember, 1746. Her Complaints were, a Diffi-
culty of Breathing, from a Cold fhe had caught about
a Fortnight before, with a violent Pain and Palpi-
tation of her Heart. The Pulfe was fcarce percepti-
ble. The Surgeon, Mr. T4it, being prefent, I order’d
him to open a Vein ; but to keep his Finger on the
Pulfe; and if it did not rifc on her lofing a little
Blood, immediately to defift.

Upon her lofing an Ounce or two of Blood, the
Puife grew more languid, and he accordingly de-
fited. I then order’d a large Blifter to be applied to
her Neck, and gave her oily Medicines with the vo-
volatile Salts, 1 did not vifit at the Workhoufe
again till the Wednefday following, when I found her

much
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much eafier in her Breath, but the Pain and Palpita-
tion of the Heart continuing.

As the oily Medicines had occafioned a violent
Purging, 1 orderd her the Elixir afthmaticum in
Cinnamon-Watcr. Her Pulfe was ftill fo little dif-
cernible, that though I think it intermitted, yet X
cannot be polfitive.

Upon my telling you on Thurfdey my Apprehen-
fions of a Polypus at her Heart, from the Pain and
Palpitation of it, you defired, that, when fhe died,
her Body might be open’d.  Fo you therefore are we
indebted for whatever curious was difcoverd. She
dicd on Friday, and her Body was open’d on Sazur-
day. ;
]Upon expofing the Body naked on the Table, we
were furprifed with the Sight of a very large and hard
Swelling in the hypogaftric Region; concluding it at
the firt View to be a Child ; and the more fo, be-
caufc the Woman had never made any Complaint of
an Uneafine(s in thofe Parts. Having open'd the
Body, we found this Swelling to be of the Uterus,
which was greatly enlarged, and extremely hard, Be-
fides the whole Body of the Urerus being thus en-
larged and hardened, there were two large Protube-
rances diftin& from cach other, that grew prominent
out of the upper Surface of the Uterus, and were each
of them of the Size of a large Egg. There was like-
wife a third Protuberance on the oppofite Side, but
much fmaller than the other two; and another that
feem’d to be but juft budding. We cut down directly
through onc of the large Protuberances into the very
Body of the Uterus, and found nothing but a lf\c/;li;l
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Maf of a cartilaginous Subftance. The Texture indeed
of the Protuberance was fomewhat laxer than of tle
Body ofthe Uterus. Having cutdown very deep into
the Urerus, and found nothing but this folid Mafs,
we introduced a Probe from the Os Tince, to cxa-
mine if there was any Cavity in the Uferus; and found
a fmall onc reaching to the Fundus, and barely large
enough to admit the Probe. The Qwaries and Fal-
Jopian Tubes were in their natural Statc; cxcept a
fmall Deviation of the Fu/lopian Tube on the right
Side.

I know no Writer that has taken notice of a fimi-
lar Appearance in the Urerus, but Ruyfeh s and his
Words T beg Icave to cite. They are in his Thefau-
rus Anatomicus Decimus, N°. CVI, <« Uterus hu-
 manus [Cirrhofus faltus, et in maforem molem ex-
““ tenfus, id quod in vetulis aliquoties obfervavi:
« preterea ex fuperficie fuperiore alter et exiguus
< feirrhus emergit, wut et ovaria, ovorum dultus
“ (tube Fallopiane ditti) [atis bene difpofita; et hec
““ omnia in liguore.” He has not given any Plate or
Defcription of the Dimenfions of his enlarged Ufe-
rus 5 but this, which I have been defcribing, is, in
its greateft Breadth 4 Inches and § 5 its Length from
the Os Tince 6 Inches; Thicknefs, 3 Inches and an
halfs and its Weight, including the Ovarses, Fa/-
lopian Tubces, dre. two Pounds twelve Ounces of
Avoirdupoife Weight.

Whatever Ruyfch had obferved of that kind were in
old Women. This Woman Itake to have been between
30 and 40. He docs not mention having feen more
than one {mall additional Seirrfuss whereas in

Oo ours
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outs there were three or four. And, lattly, he does
not mention any thing of the hard cartilaginous Sub-
flance of the Uterus.

There were feveral remarkable Adhefions in the
Abdomen and Thorax ; as of the Omentum to the
Peritoneum, of the Lungs to the Pleura and Dia-
phragm, of the Pericardium to the Pleura. The
Liver and Spleen appear’d in their natural State : The
Kidncys were enlarged beyond their ufual Size: The
coronary Veins of the Heart were much diftended
with Blood, and the Lungs inflamed to a Degree of
Mortification. Upon examining the Cavities of the
Heart, we found in the right Ventricle a polypofe Con-
cretion of a flefhy fibrous Subftance that adhered to
the Ventricle, and, in feparating it from thence, was
rent into two Pieces,

London, gov. 26,. Lour mqﬁ 0é/zged
1740,

bumble Servant,

Peter Templeman,..

P. §. 1 have annexed two Figures, reprefenting this
praternatural Uteras, drawn by the ingenious Dr.
Parfons. Sce Tas. L. and Tas, I,

Fis.
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Tas. L

Reprefents the back Part of the Urerss with its
fcirrhous Tumours.

A is the Uterus.

B, The great Scirrbus.

C, One of the great Protuberances.

D, The Cervix Uter:.

E, Part of the Vagina.

FF, The Owaries.

GG, The Extremitics of the Fallopian Tubes.

H, One of the Mufkcles called Ligamenta rotunda.

{1, Spermatic Veflels.

K,S'ghc Edge of rhe Ale Vefpertilionis on the lef

ide.
L L, Two fmall Protuberances.

Tas. II. Fig. 1.

Reprefents the fore Part of the fame Uerus laid open,
by cutting through the Middle of the Scirrhus.

A, The Cavity of the Uteras.

BB, The divided Surfaces of the great Scirrbus.

C, The fore Part of onc of the great Protuberances,

‘D, The Cervix Uter: laid open.

E, The Pagina laid open.

F, The divided Surface of the Protuberance that was
cut through,
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